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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

* NAME

HISTORIC

({ ‘g;.e-‘ ! Lo
¢, Robert Woodcock House '@ o~ € LKy

-

AND/OR COMMON

William E., Davis' Tenant House

BlLOoCATION

STREET & NUMBER

North side of Belfast Road near Joyce Lane

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Sparks — VICINITY OF 8
STATE COUNTY
Marvland Baltimore
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT __PUBLIC X 0CCuPIED —_AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK-IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS —-YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
XNO —-MILITARY _OTHER:
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
William E. Davis Telephone #: 472-2368

STREET & NUMBER

Belfast Road

CITY. TOWN STATE, Z1p code
. Sparks ___ VICINITY OF Maryaand 21152
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Libex #; 48 (Will Book)
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 361
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Ba]timore County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER
Washington Avenue
CITY, TOWN STATE
Towson Marvland

TITLE
None

EAREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




“,)', SNy
DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
XG6000 __RUINS _XALTERED —_MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Davis Tenant House is a two storey, two bay stone house
facing south with a two storey, two bay trame west wing, its walls
and roof coinciding with the original, Avproximate measurements of
the two sections are as follows:

Criginal stone house 18 by 22 feet
Frame west wing 18 by 18 feet

A datestone between the second storey windows in the south
front is inscribed

R W
1794

A stone chimney rises from the northeast corner o: the house,
fiush with those two exterior walls. The roo: is gabled. The
principal entrance, sheltered by a small one-bay-square portico
with turned columns, is in the west bay of the south trunt; a 6/6
window with louvered blinus is in the east bay. Another door,
sheltered by a smaller similar portico is centered on the east end
and both bays of the north side contain doors, shelterea by a shea-
roofed porcn. 1wu b/6 windows with louverea biinas are in tlu: South
front's secona sturey, but they are not aligned over openings below.
une similar winaow 1s 1in the north side's second storey, again
not alignea above eitner opening below. a smalli window in the east
gabie end liguis the attic storey. Formerly a ceilar entrance was
in tne east end, near the soutneast corner; it has been cirosed with
stone,

\See Continuation Sheet #1)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



] SIGNIFICANCE 4502

~ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEQLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION __LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 XAGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 }_(ARCHWECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
jL‘I?OO-'I?SS __ART __ENGINEERING _MusIC __THEATER
—.1800-1899 _.COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
. -1800- ___COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

. __INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES = e BUILDER/ARCHITECT

- S

Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located on the northwest side of seirast Road in Javis~

viile, this 1nteresting old house appears to recall Pennsylvania
arcnitecuure wmure than lMaryland, with its (itorwmer) pent rooil and
its corner chimney. ‘lhe catestone indicates that 1t was built
1or nooert Wooacock in 1/Y4. Arcnival research reveals that
wooacouk received a patent I1or 8Yy acres ol Auduition to srotner-
nooa 1n 1791 ana that the land was improved by 17v8 at the tiuwe
0l the rederal tax assessment.

In 1810, Woodcock lLeft part ot tne land to nis daughter,
Deborah, wno had married Samuel vavis. 1t was zvan Davis, their
son, who established the Davis Plow factory Jjust across the road
to the south of this site, ana according to the present owner,
Wiiitiam &. Davis, several generations of the family were born
i.. this house. At one time there was also an aadition on the

east end of tne house which served as the Davisville school.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



FEIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Patent to Addition to Brotherhood: ratent Liber IC #E fo.io 512,
in Hail of Recoras, Annapolis.,

Federal Direct Tax Assessment of 1798,

(See Continuation Sheet #4)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 122 acres *

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
E31FORM PREPARED BY
NAME ; TITLE
Catharine ®, Black and James T, Wollon, Jr, AIA
CRGANIZATICON DATE
F ] i ical Di i roije pte
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1114 Bellemore Road 323-3738
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Raltimore Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Javis Tenant House
/zlleys Historical DJistrict

Continuation Sheet F1

Fuestion #7/ continued

A oue storey gabled roof is outlined in blacx tar on
the east end and many layers o:. wnite and blue wash on the north
ur rear wail lnaicate a forme: one-storey addition tiuere,

Across the south froutv, atv vue secoud tiocor iine, une
enas vl some j01sSts arce cut fiusn wiin Ta€ wWali and obvivus smail
patenes 1n tLne SLONEWOrK i1ndlcate tne rormer 1ucatiuns 0. olner
Joists, as tuougn 10r a iorme:s pent rool.

Internal.y, a narrow halii occupies the westeriy bay,
with a single larze room to 1ts east., An open stair, with an
intermeciate fanding, rises to the second filoor =t the north end
01 the nall; 1ts moulded raii is supported by plzin square balusters
and newels rising above a2 ciosed string.

a corner fireplace or average size in the northeast
corner of the first storey room is of exposed stone; the 1irebox
opening is segmentally arched and it has an iron crane.

The second fioor is divided among two smalier rooms sand
a hall of reduced tength. A closet door in the easterly room is
of six fully-raised panels with integral ovolo mouldings on stiles
and raiis. ‘The chimney extends diagonaily across the northeast
corner but no fireplace is abvarent.

Generally the simple interior finishes and details

throughout zre of the 20th century.
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(3ee Continuation Sheet



Javis Tenant House
Valleys Historical Jistrict
Continuation Sheet #2
guestion #7 continued
The stair to the attic is enclosed and considerably
steeper, *rom within the stairway, wide vertical beaded poards

are exposed forming the enclosing partition, covered with modern
finishes externally. The west gable is furred, lathed and plas-
tered in the attic, the hand-split lathes being attached with rose-
headed wrought-iron nails. A partition of rough vertical boards
divides the attic into two rooms; the boards are attzched to a
rafter with cut nails but the bevel-edge trim around the doorway

in this rartition is attached to the partition boards with rose-
headed wrought-iron nails., Perhaps the partition was originally in
a lower storey, its materials relocated to the attic in the 19th
century with the vieces of door trim remaining on their respective
boards. The vit-sawn rafters are mortised, tenoned and vpegged at
the ridge., Attic floors are fastened with wrought-iron nails.

A cellar extends beneath the entire house; first floor
Joists are of log, There is no firevlace in tne celliar.

The exterior walls of the west wing are covered with
asbestos shingles. Window locations are regular and consistent:
two 9/6 windows on the north and south sides ot the first storey,
two 5/6 windows on either side above, all witn ilouvred blinds.

a shed-roofed porch extends across its west end, sheltering

Vil

door near the southwest corner; its northerly bay is enclosed as

a pantry. 4 single-flue chimney rises in the middle of this wing.

{See Continuation 3heet #3)



Zuestion #7 continued

Continuation Sheet

zvic Tenant House
J2llers Historical Jistrict

Internally the wing is divided into two rooms on each

floor, the chimney being in the dividing partition. The stone-

walled cellar extends beneath the wing and the straisht-sawn 11rst

floor joists are exposed.

The wing probably dates from the 1850-12/5 period,



Jistrict

Continuati.n Sheet #4

wuestion #9 continued

Wiitl of Fobert Woodcock (1807) Will 3Sook Y folio 75 in Hzll of
decords, Annapolis.



